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The Shipping Bill.

During the coming session of Congress
Senator GALLINGER will renew his efforts
to secure the passage of a bill for the
extension of our merchant marine. The
bill which was discussed last winter
would have passed by a good majority
had it not been for a filibuster led by
Senators CARMACK and BLACKBURN.
Neither of these gentlemen is a member
of the present Congress. The bill which
would in all probability have been ap-
proved had it not been for their stubborn
opposition was a considerably modified
form of the original measure. It retained
what is at present the most imj;ortant
feature, namely, provision for steamship
lines, to South America. The principal
effort of the coming session will probably
be to enact the measure in the form
generally approved last. session.

The importance of the South American
portion of the project increases every
vear. The imports of the various coun-
tries of that continent have increased
about & per cent. during the last five
years. Their total is now not far from
$560,000,000 annually. This country sup-
plies only about 15 per cent. of these
requirements. Our heaviest handicap is
the lack of transportation facilities,
Even our mail to the east coast goes by
way of Europe. Vessels of size and
speed ply regularly and frequently be-
tween European ports and Rio de Janeiro
and the River Plate. It was recently
reported that one of these ships carried
a group of merchants who were on their
way to Europe to place orders for $25,000,-
000 worth of merchandise. Had it been
possible for them to come to this coun-
try with even reasonable comfort and
speed it is not to be doubted that some
of that business would have come here.
The imports of Brazil and the River
Plate ports amount tg, some $400,000,000
a year, of which we get about 12 per cent.
Steamers competing with those now
winning between those countries and
Europe should immediately increase our
sales by $50,000,000, if not by $100,000,000
vearly, and perhaps by even more than
that amount in the near future.

Oug foreign mail service now shows a
profit of more than $3,000,000 a year.
A portion of that income could be spent
well and wisely in the development of a
mail and transportation servioe to South
America. Our present service is little
better than a disgrace to the United States
as a commercial nation. The longer we
delay its improvement the stronger grows
the clutch of Europe on the trade with
oountries which are showing a splendid
development and progress.

The Perplexing Situation in Portugal.

We printed last Sunday a despatch
from London based on a letter from
THE SUN'S correspondent at Lisbon, giv-
ing what may be termed the official ac-
count of the state of things in Portugal.
Reports entirely irreconcilable with that
statement were transmitted simultane-
ously through Madrid and assert that
the Portuguese are on the verge of
revolution. Let us mark first the ad-
mittedgdacts and then apply the tests of
analogy and probability.

There is no doubt that in the last Cortes,
which was dissolved in May, various Gov-

“ & ernment bills were defeated in the Cham-

ber of Deputies by a combination of par-
ties headed by ex-Premier RiBEIRO, the
organizer of the Party of Regeneration.
It is equally incontrovertible that some
of the bills thrown out were calculated
1o improve the country's economic con-
.dition and that Premier BraNcO has
managed to reduce the deficit for the
cugrenl. vear from 30,000,000 to 10,000,-
000 Trancs without increasing taxation,
chiefly by abolishing sinecures. Was his
method of accomplishing this retrench-
ment constitutional?

That question must, it seems, be an-
swered in the negative. King CARLOS,
acting on the advice of his Prime Minis-
ter, had a right to dissolve the Cortes,
but the Portuguese Constitution pre-
scribes that such a dissolution must be
followed within six months by the con-
vocation of a new Parliament and a new
general clection. The halfl year expired
yesterday, and no new Cortes has been
sammoned. Thus the organic’ law of
Portugal has been defied by the sovereign
and Premier BRanCo transformed into a
dictawor. It may be that the support of
King (ArLos, the approval of Portugal's
French creditors and the acquiescence of
the great mass of the Portuguese peas-
antry may safeguard i’remier Braxco
from punishment for his violation of his
nation's constitution,

Much will depend, however, on the
attitude of the Portuguese army and navy
toward the Premier who is now ruling
with usurped authority. According to
the official account the army is loyal to
the sovereign and his chosen Liinister,
except such members of it as are
affected by the reduction in expenditure
and the military families connected with
the old administration. According to
the reports (ransmittqd simultanecusly
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| exists apong the officers of the Poxtu-

guewe army and three Generais are known
to have béen relieved of their commands.
It is that rebellion is ram-

from the fact that Lisbon is now prac-
tioally under martial law.™ The report
that Prince Luiz FruipE, heir appar-
ent to the throne, had called upon his
father to resign and had by way of
punishment been banished from the cap-
ital was ofMicially pronounced a fabrica-
tion, It is an undisputed fact, however,
that the Crown Primce has affiliated
himself to the Party of Regeneration,
which asserts that the King must rule
ugh a Minister acceptable to a ma-
jority of the lower house of Parliament
and that he Was no right to suspend
the constitutional guarantees. The King'
has arrogated such a right, however,
for on the advice of the Counecil of
State he has decided to suspend comsti-
tutional for three years or
until ex- Riseiro, and his fol-
lowers shall have agreed to the passage
of the Government bilis which the eco-
nomic state of the country is said to
require. In pursuance of this unconsti-
tutional policy the official Government
organ proclaimied the other day an ex-
tension of the period of restraint upon
the liberty of the press. g !
Portugal is like its daughter State,
Brazil, in this respect, that the political
influence of the capital is preponderant.
Now Lisbon, like Rio de Janeiro, is a
seaport, and it follows that in a conflict of
parties the control of the navy is likely
to bododdvoh If the Pon:‘.\:: Op-
position should get comtrol war-
ships they would soon in all likelihood
gain possession of Lisbon and Operto,
and not only would Premier Branco
have to resign the power he has usurped,
but King Carros himself might be ex-
posed to the risk of deposition.

Aladbama.

It has become a tradition with some
Republican political machinists and the
substantial opinion of others that Ala-
bama, first on the roll call of States
in mational conventions, is a political
factor of great importance because of
its alphabetical precedence. The record
does not warrant that idea.

Alabama did not send delegates to the
Republican national conventions of 1856,
1860 and 1864. The record of the State
in the ten subsequent national conven-
tions of the Republicans, that is from
1868 to 1904 inclusive, is as follows:

1068--The entire 18 votes were cast for GRANT on
the rst and ouly ballot. GRANT was nominated.

1872—The entire 30 votes of the State were cast
for GRANT on the firet sad only baliot, GRawr was
renominated.

1876—On she first ballot the State’'s vole was:
Braive, 10; Brisrow, 7. Havms, 2 JeWELL, 1. Seo-
ond ballot: BLaine, 1& Brisrow, 4 Third ballot:
BrLamve, 15; BRiaTow, 4; CONELING, 1. Fourth bal-
lot: Bramwm, 16: Brmsrow, 4. Fifth ballot: Braine
16; Brisrow, 4 Sixth ballor: Braiwm, 15; Brisrow,
4; Havee, ). Seventh and last ballot: Braiwm, 17;
Brisrow, 3. HaTes was nominated.

180-On the first ballot the Staif's vote was:
GRANT, 16, BLAlwe, 1. SHERMAN, 3. Second hallot
the same. Third ballot: GRANT, 17. SHERMAN, 3.
Fourth and ffth ballots the same. Sixth and seventh
ballots: GRANT. 16; SHERMAN . §: GARFIRLD, 1. Elghth,
niath, tenth, eleventh, tweifth, thirteenth, four-
toenth and Afteenth ballots: GRANT, T7; SHERMAN,
3. Sixteenth ballot: GRANT, 18; BLAINS, |; SHERMAN,
3. Sevepteenth and eighteenth ballots: Gaant, 18;
BLAINR, 2; SumnMAN, 3. Nineteenth, twentieth,
twenty-first, twenty -second, twenty -third, twenty -
fourth, twenty Afth, twenty-sixth, twenty-seveath
and twenty-eighth ballats: Graxe, 16: Braive,
1; SmzrMAN, 3. Twenty-ninth ballot: Gmaxr, 15;
BLAINR, | SHNRMAN, 3. Thirtleth baliot: GranT, 16;
BLALNE, 1; SHRRMAN, 3. Thipty-first and thirty-see-
ond ballots: GmanT, 153 BLaive, |; SEERMAN, 3.
Thirty-third ballot: GraxT, 15, Braive, 4. Thirty-
fourth, thirty-Afth and thirty-sixth ballots: Grant,
16; BLAING, 4 GARFISLD was nominated.

1884—The vote of the State on the first ballot
was: ARTHUR, 17 BLAINE, 1: Looaw, 1. Second
snd third ballots: ARTNUR, 17, BLAINE, 2; Loaaw,
1. Fourth amd last ballot: ARTHUR, 12: Bramve,
5. BLAINE was nominated.

1888—-On the Nreé ballot the State’'s vote was:
Avoxr, 8; Derew, |; HARRISON, 1; SHERMAN, 12,
Sccond ballot: Avamm, 7; Dersw and Hanxisow,
cach 1. SmERMAN, 11, Third ballot: Awasm, 7;
Durxw, 1; HarrmsoN, 2 SHERMAN, 10. Fourth
ballot: ALomR, 10; HARRISON, || SHERMAN, 8. Fifth
ballot: Awomm, 5 Hannmox, 2 SEmnMan, @
BLAINE, 1. Sixth ballot: ALome, 6: Aansmown, 1;
SHERMAN, 12; BLAINE, I. Seventh ballot: ALGER, &
HARRIBON, |; SHERMAN, 12; Braine, 1. Pighth and
Jast ballot: AvaER, 10; HARRISON, §: SHERMAN, 3;
BLaiNg, 2. HARRINON was nominated.

1802—-The State's vote on the first and only ballot
was: Hanmisox, 15, MCKivLeY, 7. HARRISON was
renominated.

1996 The delegation voted for MoKmniay, 19;
Ruxp, 2: and for MoRrox, 1, on the fArst and only
ballot, MCKINLEY was uominated.

1900 The State’s vote was unanimous for McKiv-
uxy on the first and only ballot. McKiNvner was
renominated.

1904—On the first and only ballot the vote of the
State was unanimous for Roosmveix, Roossveur
was nominated.

General GRANT was without a rival
for the nomination in 1868 and 1872. It
was thus easy for Alabama to pick the
winner in those two Republican national
conventions. In 1876 the State scit-
tered and fussed and made BLAINE its
favorite while Hayes won the nomina-
tion. Just so in 1880 Alabama shackled
itself to GRANT’S fortunes and GARFIBLD
carried off the prigze. Four years later
alphabetical Alabama stood by ARTHUR
and BLAINE won, and in 1888 the State
divided its allegiance, or whatever you
choose to call it, between ALaEr and
SHERMAN only to see HARRISON run
first under the wire. Again in 1892, with
HARRISON'S renomination almost a fore-
gone conclusion, Alabama gave McKin-
LEY good support, and yet HARRISON
won easily on the first and only ballot.
The two McKinley conventions of 1898 and
1900 and the Roosevelt convention of 1904
did not reqaire particular foresight or
political speculation. Alabama in those
three conventions trailed aloug with the
prevailing sentiment.

Then as to Republican results in the
State: In the reconstruction and car-
petbag days of 1868 and 1872 GRANT
carried Alabama by 4,278 in the former
and by 10,828 in the latter year. Since
then it has been a sweep for the Demo-
crats as follows: In 1876 TILDEN’S piur-
ality was 34,281; in 1880 HaNcock's was
$0,322; CLEVELAND in 1884 carried the
State by 32,620,.in 1888 by 61,133 and in
1582 by 52,967. In 1898 BRYAN'S plurality
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42,008, while PARKER'S pur
the State was 57,385, ¢ i

But merely for hn"“mn national
convention purposes isAldbama the polit-
ical asset it is cracked uptobo?'

The South and Its Master.

Mr. BRYAN'S apostrophe to the Demo-
coratic donkey emanated from an enlight-
ened heart. He would have been more
or less than human had he withheld from
that patient and devoted beast the trib-
ute of his recognition. The country,
however, will not intrude upon fthe af-
fectionate interchanges between the
master and the humble barnyard ani-
mal upon which he bestows a contempt-
uous caress in passing. ' What occupies
the public mind is a growing sense of
the felicity of the metaphor angd com-
current speculation as to the offéct upon
the Democracy, especially at the South,
when the significance thereof shall have
at last unveiled itself completely.

Democrats are accustomed " to the
donkey jest at their expense, but hith-
arto they have not had their meek faces
slapped with it by one of the party's
beneficiaries. U. 8. GRANT perceived
the ass beneath the tiger's skin more
than thirty years ago. Republican ora-
tors, casuists, Rigolettos and hench-
men generally have made free with the
parable according to the wit or dulness
of the individual. That is part of the
game and not offensively intended. But
it is another anda very different matter
when it comes to a sneer from Mr.
Bayan, who has done more to illustrate
the asinine attainments of the Democ-
reoy than all the persons, events and
vicissitudes of our political history since
1881. He at least should employ forbear-
ance in speaking of the party organi-
zation which has made him what he is.
He at least should preserve the illusion
of respect for credulous and honest mill-
ions whose more or less intelligent loy-
alty has made him what he is, upon whose
simple faith he has grown fat and pros-
perous, and without whose unquestion-
ing devotion he would at this moment
be a thing of no account—an object of
derision, or, worse than even that, of ab-
solute indifference and ignorance.

That the Democratic party is a donkey
no sane person will dispute. The fact
that for eleven dreary and disastrous
years it has been ridden to the edge of
exhaustion, if not death, by a cheap
and raffish mountebank like BRYAN re-
moves the proposition from the realm
of controversy. But will the Southern
Demooracy relish this contemptuous ap-
praisement from that particular source,
and if so, to what extent? There is ah
ready reason to believe that the South
is awakening to a realization of its folly
and stupidity. There is reason to believe
that it may sooner or later—perhaps
sconer—reject the ass’s role.

The Bright Bronze Poll at the White
House.

A despatch from Thomson, Ga., the
capital of the Hon. Tom Warson, to the
Atlanta Constitution says that this illus-
trious Populist statesman and historian
has been summoned to the White House.

" Just & Tew days ago Mr. BRYAN called on the
President and outlined a plan for Government
guarantee of deposits In natlonal banks. Now
Mr. WATSON, one time a candidate for President,
has been requested by the President to come 10
Washingten and has accepted the Invitation.”

“President ROOSEVELT and 1 have had
some correspondence on the financial
situation,” said Mr. Warson, “and [ have
been asked to come to Washington for
a personal interview.” He is the only
genuine “Jefferson Democrat” now on
view, and he rejects Mr. BRYAN'S claim
to that honor. The Nebraska Jelferson’s
plan for a Government guarantee of
bank deposits stamps him, in Mr. WaT-
SON'S opinion, as & man with “no right
to lead a party of Jeffersonian Demo-
crats.” It is painful to hear the Peerless
and Perennial called “a whirlwind talker,”
an “opportunist” and so on, but Mr. Wat-
SON waa ever thin, bilious and severe.

It is true, however, that Mr. WaTsON
has been a student of finance. It must
have been Wall Street, influence and the
insidiousness of the Money Power that
blocked the two main financial proposi-
tions of his that we remember best.
When he was in the House of Represent-
atives he introduced a bill to establish
agricultural sub-treasuries such as the
Farmers' Alliance used to yearn for
and a bill to turn the gold reserve into
cash. Moreover, he ran for President
on a platform that “demanded” a gradu-
ated income tax. Long before the first
muck raking “highbrow” jutted out upon
a nation not yet full of nerves Mr. Wax-
80N gave his opinion of the Senate, that
bulwark of “privilege,” and the Consti-
tution, in words that hissed. 1t is hat-
ural that Mr. RoosSEVELT should be eager
to consult an oracle so sagacious.

Mr., WATSoN goes to Washingten to urge
Mr. ROOSEVELT to urge Congress to issue
# billion of greenbacks. The generat in-
terchange of opinions between two such
prudent and conservative men must be
helpful to both.

Not Playing the Game.

All true sportsmen will be righteously
indignant at the holiday exercises on
San Juan Hill. Distinctly the residents
of that strenuous section of New York
are falling off in character, else they
would not tolerate the revival of mid-
summer games at the beginning of
winter. The hot season is the traditional
and appropriate time for San Juan fights
with policemen, and the persons who
started one in the last week of November
merit the severest condemnation,

It may be that newcomers in this
favored territory, ignorant of its ona-
toms and practices, are responsible for
this serious breach of etiquette. If this
is the case older heads should cofinsel
and restrain them. It is imperative
that hot weather pastimes should not
mtrude on autumn and winter employ-
ments, and it is obvious that the games
of race riot cannot be played with as
much spirit and resource in cool as in
warm days. For its proper develop-
ment all scutties must be open at the
beginning, chimneys must Ye in a state
of disrepair they reach only after a win-
ter's use, fire escapss must be sufficiently
obstructed, as they can be only when the
meroury stands above 70 degrees, and

means of intercommunication U_“‘
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wot in such weather as that of Thursday.

LIt is most unsportamaniike, too, for
the rool holders to take the police off
their guard. A winter race riot is not
looked for by the authorities and they

HeRNOMN,
justified in showing considerable peev-
ishness over the recent infraction of
the. unwritten laws of the sport, and
if another incident of the kind happens
tho#e who participate in the attack on
thé peace officers need mot be surprised
if they are rebuked with violence for
their conduct.

The cirole the soores: Carlisle beat
Pcnﬂlnnh noston beat Oarlisle, Cor-
nell t Princeton, and Pennaylvania beat
Cornell. Logic on the football fleld is a
serpent swallowing ite tall. Proof for the
victors, consglation for the vanquished!

BDecay of Population i France.

The annual statistics of 'population in
France, published this month in the Journel
Officiel, show that the decresse in the birth
rate is steadily maintained. The number of
births in 1908 was 506,847; in the period 1808-
1005 it averaged 830.843; in the period mme-
diately after the German war it averaged
960,000. The absolute increase of population
in 1908 (excess of births over deaths) was
26,051; in. the period 1808-1005 it averaged
56,500. In Germany in 1905 the absolute in-
crénse was 792.839; In Austria-Hungary it
was close on half & million, and in the United
Kingdom 408,878,

Dr. Bertillon, head of the Paris statistical
department, makes some very gloomy re-
marks on the new figures. “If the birth rate
does wot pick up,” he eries, “our country is
lost.” He denies that other nations show the
same tendency to proportionate shrinkage.
Other civilized nations, he asserts, have never
fncreased in higher proportion than at pres-
ent. “Germany's present rate of increase is
fourteen a thousand; thirty years ago it was
only twelve a thousand; the other civilized
countries show similar figures.” He ascribes
the shrinkage entirely to the low hirth rate
the death rate comparing favorably with thn‘
found elsewhere. “We are short of 400,000
births a year to put us on a level with_the
proportionate increase of other countries.
At present we have three births to a family;
what we need is four.”™ This view 8 borne
out by the fact that while the birth rate in
1908 Tell 34,000 below that of the preceding
period, the marriags rate rose by more than
10,000. The divorce factor appears to be
comparatively unimportant, the number of
divorces in 1008 being only 2,500 in excess of
the average of the preceding decade

In these circumsiances the existence of an
influential “ngtional league for the increase
of the French' population” is evidently justi-
fled. The main object af the league is summed
ap in its programune as being “to impress on
our countrymen’s minds that a family of more
than three children is extremely respectable
and bhas a right to public recognition and
protection.”

New Vork's Veteran Fire Horses.

To rae EDiToR of THE SuN—Sir: In all
ita long years of usefulness and honor Tam
Su~N has had no more pathetie story, to my

headline:
SALE OF THE FIRE HORSES.

SIX YETERANS P08 FROM THE SERVICE INTO THR
NMERCIES OF PEDLERS,

1t is then told how the city disposed of
six of its faithful servants, who according
to the brief announceraent in, the City Record
were “no longer it for service.”

These six faithful servants were turned
over at an average price of $30 to the tender
mercies of pedlers. These faithful servants
of the city had performed valiant services
for onr citizens; a thousand times were they
of more value and entitled to more considera-
tion than a thousand potheaded politicians.
These six faithful servants had been accus-
tomed to gentle treatment : they wereamenahle
to the exacting yet glorious discipline of our
great Fire Department, and now they have
been ignobly put ap at auction, and like
rickety slaves knooked down to owners who
cannot in the nature of things treat them as
their services to this city demand.

Shame upon a city that would permit such
a sale! Shame upon a Fire Commissioner
who would be a party to such a sale! Shame
upon every one connected with such a sale!

New Yonx, November 28, S. E C

Pleasures In Store for Niagara County.
From the Cataract Journal.

T4 in intimated that in view of the situation
in this Congressional district the order of
President Roosevelt to the effect that dele-
gates to the next Republican national eon-
vention shall not be instructed for the Stren-
uons One, that Federal ofMiceholders are not
to be active in the selection of these delegates
and are not expected to act as national con-
vention delegates themselves, has special ap-
plication here. Undoubtedly it will he so
construed by some, but it is uncertain how
Collector Merritt, Collector Sanders and
others may regard it. There is a suspicion
that in spots where the echo does nok bound
against the White House too loudly a few
hoarse laugha will escape them.

Certainly after all these years of prosperity
Collectors Merritt and Sanders are not in the
same position regarding King Theodore's
edict. that the poor place holder was under
King James. when he said that he had four-
teen reasons fer supporting the King—a wife
and thirteen children. There will be doings in
the March Republican primaries, just thesame,

Slandering the Hokesmith “Victery.”

To Taw EpITor or ThAe SUN—Sir:  As the cham
plon of distressed females and defender of that
renowned bit of statuary “The Gal in the Foun-
taln,” in Hoke Smith's botel ih Atlanta, | would call
your attemtion to a slanderous statement made
about the aforesald damsel. The last lssue of the
Saturday Evening Post has an article on the prohl-
bition cyclone which has siruck Georgia. The
writer says the gul is “a bewlldering gal in no
clothes at nil.”

To answer such a faise assertion only “a short and
ugly word” is needed. The “Gal In the Fountain®*
Has had many callers, mountaineers, “hill billles,”
&c., during the Hon. Hoke Smith’'s campalgn, who
timorously asked the high priest who pours “cora
Juice In a kylix” if they could see the “naked gal.”

Was It any der that o who oir
such a story abeut a Greclan robed, modest “gal”
should have shelr candidate beaten under a muild-
tude of Hoke Smith ballots?

The arusts of Parls, London and Punzsulawney;
the drummers of New York, Baltimore and other
places; the celery growers of Kalamazoo; theatrical
personages of the Great White Way and Hoboken;
the pork packers of Chicago, K. C. and “Zinzinan,”
all protest against the slanders of our dear “gal.”

ATLANTA, Ga., November 28. H. K. Smice,

The Frenchweman of Letters. .

To tas Epiron or THs SuN-—Sir: Forelgners
sometimes tell us that she American woman I8 4
unduly promisent, pushing and dominant in the
community. At all events we don’t seem to be
much worse off than some Old World countries.
This Is how one of the most prominent of French
Journalists, J. Ernest Charles, describes French
women of letters In the present day. “They all
exhibls &4 mad audactty, To win fame or preserve
the slender modioum which they have they ply
winning tricke, They are Indofatigable. Nothing
puls them off. Their self sacrifice Is complete,
‘They write as best they can. 'The Freach language
Is roughly handled. But what matiérs our lan-
guage’ Theay shove themselves forward. They are
place seekers, They grab what Is not granted
them."”

And so on, And it must be remembered thal
French gallantry |s proverbial. w,

New Yong, November 20.

Foresight.
Moses smiled darkly.
“Nodody will know where I am buried.” he re
mirked, “s0 Rooseveit can’t visit my tomb.”
Herew!th the predecessor of the Discpverer of the
Ten Commandmaents chuckled.

Rustic Frankness.
“And have you muale at the church?™
| asked the rufal squire,
“Wall, no.” sald he: “can’t say we hev,
Jest a’ by the cholr,”
singl ST e V.

onnnotbooxpumdhenwromwuhi
the same apirit they show when it is in | tifled. Never hefore hus so muoh work
Iindéed, the police would be | been done, never has the work been done

mind, than that of this morning with this .
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" RESULTS oN THE CANAL.
WassiNoToR, Nov. 38.--1t is now held by
almost everybody of good judgment here
that the decision to anirust the Pename
work to the Engineer Corps of the United
States Army, so strongly advooated months
ago by Tue Sun, has been abundantly jus-

with 8o little friction, and at no time hitherto
has therd beén so clear a prospect of an
early and eatisiactory compietion of the
enterprise.

This statement is not based on the reports
of officials dispossd to magnify their own
achievements, nor does it rest on the tes-
timony of that group of engineering ex-
perts, the House Committes on Appropria-
tions, whioh under the competent leadership
of Chairman Tawney “spent three days in
examination of mechanical and engineering
work, inspecting the quarters, the hospitals,
and looked into everything in connection
with the service in the zone.” Its basis is
an acoumulation of undisputed and indis-
putable facts and figures. The Tawney
party olaime to bave found a way t0 save
a miHion dollagrs s0n the appropriation, but
with all desirepfor every wise econemy it
may. be suggemted that these three day
investigators had better make no attempt
to curtail appropriations without the full
approval of the men on the job. Colonel
Goethals and his able assistants know what
is needed much better than do the amateurs
whose stay on the Isthmus only a little ex-
oeeded the durition of Mr. Poultney Bige-
low's celebrated visit. In his report Colonel
Goethals says:

Many thousand empioyees” have been secured,
an effeclive working organization has been per-
focted, and the récrulting system put in operation
is capable of furnishing more labor than can de
advantageously used. The employees are well
sheitered and In general well fed; the salartes patd
are satisfactory and the work Is progressing smooth -

ganize all existing conditlons and would uadoubt-
edly increase the estimated cost and time of com-
pleting the canal. /

Information received from reliable and
impartial sources confirms these statements
and enforoes the idea that there should be
no cheeséparitig in appropriations. The
men in charge may be trusted to use the
funds placed at theit disposal wisely and
with all possible economy. They will not
spend money simply for the sake of using
the full amount of the appropriation. It
would be better for them and for the coun-
try that they show an unexpended surplus
than that their work should be in any way
crippled by an insufficient appropriation.

The House Committee on Appropriations
does not include all the “watchdogs” of the
national Treasury. Possibly Colonel Goe-
thals and a few others are qualified for
entry in that class.

Arguments Suffragettes Have to Put Up With.

To TME EDIFOR oF THR SUN--Str; A despatch
from England to TRE SUN says that the medical
students at Birmiagham broke up a woman suf-
frage meeting by throwing tubes of sulphureted
hydrogen among the Iadies on the piatform and
pelting them with dead mice. The author of the
despatch, whose animus against the women Is
evident, calls this attacking the sulfragists “with
thelr own tactics.”

All that the women have done has been fo peit
thelr opponents with questions. ! they had hurled
dead animals or 11l smelling chemicals at the heads
of Cabinet Minlsters it would certalnly have been
quoted as proof of the unftness of women 0 vote,
But no one argues that all men ought to be dis-
tranchised because of the unseomly bahavior of the
Birmingham students.

All through the disturbances the most extreme
proceedings of the women have been mildness
itelf compared with the actlons of English work-
Ingmen agllating for the franchise not many years
ago. Miss Ellzsabeth Robins, In her new woman
suffrage novel, “The Convert,” makes one of the
speakers at a meeting say:

“You men discoverad years ago that you werlfin's
going to get Justice just by deserving It, so when
you got tired of asking politely for the franchise
you took to smashing windows and burning down
custom houses and overturning Blshops' carrlages,
while we—why, we haven't so much as upset a curate
off a bleycle!™ ALICE STONE BLAOKWELL,

DopcunsTEr, Mass., November 28,

A Seifish Happiness.
To TAR EDITOR OF THE SUN-—S{r;
scrapple: I've had mine. 1 am not telllng where
1 itve, for the r ining two p ds and a half
hangs with the turkey In a basket al the window.
Nuw York, November 28, C. R H

Speaking of

Ganners’ Dealness.
From the Washington Star.

“Th imminent danger.” says Surgeon-General
Rixey, "of the serl and In a prevent-
able accident, rupture of the eardrums, demands
conslderation in preparation for target practice
or battle, and every man should be compelled to
employ pledgets of colton or a worthy substitute for
fNillng the auditory orifices. The necessity of com-
pulsion 'n a matier 80 rational may be surprising,
but the fact Is neither officers nor men take kindly
to the use of such artiflolal protcetion, though the
practice Is more universal than It was a few years
ago. Many of the gun crews In the navy suffer
from deafness of varlable duration after ilarget
practice, and In a severe naval action it is proba-
ble that the impact of suddenly compressed air
or repeated viclent alr vibrations oconsequent
upon big gun fre and the bursting of the enemy's
shells would produce not only deafness (temporary
or permanent) among the personnel of the ships
but also a dazed mental condition, which is a recog-
nlzed result, thas would bhave the effect of physical
disablement. ;

Prevention can alone deal with It, and the med]-
cal bureau hopes that some action may be
by the Navy Department. The bureau has
making some siudy of the various ex
devices suggested for such protection with
ultimately of indicating those deserving recegal-
tion and from among which cholce may be made,
but the adoption of any one to the entire exclusion
of others within the range of eMolency Is nelther
necessary nor desirable. Actlon Is needed only
to the end that some eMclent protection be made
obligatory ameong those exposed to the conocussion
of gun fire or shell expiosion, and the bureau has
recommended a general order to that effect.”

Republicam Victory im Kentucky.

Green Pl correspondence Bera Citicen,
Hurrah! For the Republican party has gained
the victory over the meanest machine on earth,
There has not been a wedding in our community
for more than a year untll after the election. Now
several have got married and others are wanting to.
Samuel Evans, who has been a lifelong Demoorat,
gave his daughter (0 Andy Spence. and they were
married at the bride’'s home. Milt Farley and
Rhoda Hoskins were married a few days ago. Ham-
ton Minter, our county superintendent, and Miss
Fmma Minter, daughier of Bud Minter. were mar-
ried yesterday at the bride’s home, Willlam Ander-
son offclating. Mr. Minter is a perfect gentieman

and has a host of friends.

From the Elizabethtoren News.

Mr. John Quincy Adams Lusby Is considerably
broken up over ihe clection, and In consequence
has turned out beard all over his face and declares
that he will not shave uatil & Democratic Governor
i3 elocted.

Rovised Harvard Cheer.
From the Boston Record.

The Harvard cheer with the nine long Harvards
at the and has always beem considerad one of the
most inspiring of all the college cheers. The Inno-
watlon 's a thrilling crescendo on the last four Har-
wvards, so thai the cheer goes as foﬂq‘l‘

Harvard, Harvard, Harvard,

Rah, rah, rah, rah, rab, rabh, rab, rab, rah,
Havevard, Marvard, Harvard,
Haivard, Harvard, Harvard,

(warm up here

/
r (louder) Harvard (still louder), Harvard,
(

Cieer leader's arms wave frantically here, vocal
organs bursty HARVARD,

$Swive Mountain Deliverr.
From tie Londen Globe.

The Swiss postal debartment Is making arrange
ments for the distribution of malls In many moun -
talnous 'stricts hitherto Imaccessible during she
winter months. Tals Is o be done by means of
skis, and a whole corps of postmen have been In
tralning for the service,

Standard of Popalarity.
Knicker —is he popular?
Hockgr —Yes, e bas as many friends as & shauf -

rae pivaveras SivCAre
et e
» » Smal

To wur Epiron or TRE SyK—-8ir: Not
being & financier | cansot say W the
Administration's 3 per cests will serve their
tatended purpose or not. | am sure they were
well megnt, but I hope they will be replaced
befare they come due, since they vome due
al the season when money is always soarce.
But even \I they are repiaoced they
aggravate the norma! tight money of nexi fall
they are sire to be condemned becguse Lhey
fall. short of reaching, let alone curing, the
real evil, or hindrance to ion of busi-
ness, which confronts us, is the inability
of the reliroads to resume their usual expen-
::ur- for new equipment, trackagé and the

o.

The investor has given convincing demon-
stration of his loss of Appetite for railroad
securities. What or who has about
this state of affairs, or what the division of
responsibility Lherefor i, it would be bootiess
at Lhis time to sttempt to asosrtain; the fact
which interests avery one is that the raiiroads
cannot get, at a fair rate, sven & small part of
the money needed to oarry 6n névessary im-
provements, and that resumption of their
expandituré @ in fact, if not in theory, =
necessary condition precedent to the reviral
of business on & sound foundagion.

Personally I think that the Harriman revela-
tions in “i.h: Union Paocificand the Mhlll rail-
roads, the financing of the Reck Island
Railroad a couple of years ago, aggravated by
Harriman's sbsolute refusal to eliminate him-
self from the view and olfactories of tnvestors,

oconditions.
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ALO, November 28.
Notes From Abroad.

Work on the northern Nigeria rallway is now
in active progress, Ralls from Esgland have been
landed and 2,000 men are at work laying tracks.

Extensive deposits of pig trom have been dis-
covered along the line of the Grand Trunk Pacific
Rallway,. near Fort Willlam, Canada.

Immigration into Canada via ocean ports from
April to September totalled 156,508, as _pompared
with 100,777 In the same period of last year. F'rom
the United States the arrivals decreased from
#7083 Lo 3002,

‘The area planted t ndigo In Madras Presidency,
British India, this year is ihe smaliest for ive years,
the total number of aores belng 78,800, or 19 per
cent. less than the acreage of 1008. The crop Is
reported In falr condition.

The acreage In sugar cane in Madras Presidency
15 38,700, 12 per cent. less than last year.

The Government of British I'adla Is having much
sucoess with its experfmental jute farm in the Madras
agency. Tweaty -elght dollars worth of Jute an acre
was realized this year,

P
ANUFACTURER.

Consul Dennison of Bombay reportis that a com
pany has recently beemn formed in that city with
$7.500,000 capital for the purpose of coastructing |
Indla blast furnaces, open hearth steel furnaces,
rolling mills, coke ovens and other plant aecessary
for the manufacture of pig lron, steel ralls, bars,
pintes, &c., and t0 acquire mining rights over very
large and valuable deposits of irom ore. A sii@for
the new works has been selected near Sinl Junction,
on the Bengal-Nagpur Rallway, where the three
essentials, lron ore, coal and limestone, cau be
chedply assembled. The enterprise Is 1o be a dis-
tincily Indian concern, the capital being Indian and
the directors native indlans. '

A trade paper published in Calcutta says that In
all of vast India there Is only one regular cottonseod
oll mtll, and that 15 in Burma. Nearly a'l of 'ndia’s
large annual production of cottonsced goes out of
the couniry, Comsul General Michae! of Calevtia
again urges India as a fcid for American sty.c
cotton oll milis, not only for the profit in the mills
but also for the sale of American machinery.

by the Turiish Government In Mesopotarnla in
order (o restore some of the old prosperity o thut
coumtry, once renowned for Its fertility but capidly
beconiing a desert,

Eduoation Is to be eompuisory in Abyssinia. The
Emperor has so decreed for all male children over
the age of iwelve. The oducation will be pro-
vided by the State. Several Coptie teachers have
already been engaged in Egypt, and the bullding of
schools is advancing rapidly.

Ty
Stella—What are you trylig o litreduce? '
Bellg—Socke? shapping. il -

ot

Irrigation on a large scale Is to be undertaken |
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scientifica
character, though
course he was ns happy as
we Were.

But an excellent story, and with the
atories that follow, 100, the reader willbe
delighted. The eidolons that Brooks Alford
hed were disturbing enough. We can weil
think that it was painful for Aiford to look
straight at the face of Mrs. Yarrow, the

oapitally in such & manner was monstrous.
Of course the look that he bent upon the
lady when he was seeing this vision was &
stare. It was much out of place at a hotel
supper table. She must have found it
sonoying, and we thought it angelio of her
to-ymly.ﬂththuunwpodmo.

made her afraid that something

2

i

as that they fled as soon as the

to bubble, Alford felt, we read, “s
weight lifting from his heart. In ite pinoce
there sprang up a joyous gratitude toward
Mrs, Yarrow, who had save! him from

derngss filled his breast; the tears rose to
his eyes; a soft glow enveloped his whole
being, & warmth of hope, a freshness of
life renewed, encompassed him. He wished
to take her in his arms, to tell her how he
loved her.” He did not do it: not then, He

the reader sees at this point a way by which
it would be possible for Alford to be rid of

Metaphantasmia” are highly readable and
amusing. So are the other stories. An
exocellent book. It has been a delight te
read it.

Six Books for the Yeung.

Sir Percy Fitzpatrick's “Jock of the Bush-
veld” (Longmans, Green & Co. ) is just the
book for boys. Jock was a bull terrier, &
dog of high courage and exceptional under-
standing, and he needed all his gifts in the
South Afrioan wilderness, where his many
and exceedingly interesting adventures
came to pass. This is a large book, contain-
ing an abundance of stories of hunting and
wild life. The narrvative is admirable.
There are full page pictures and a great
number of excellent marginal illustrations
by Mr. E, Caldwell.

Mary De Morgan's book “The Wind-
fairies and Other Tales” (E. P. Dutton &
Co.) is #o good that it is not surprising to
soe it ina new edition. We know the danger
of enthusiastio admissions, how likely they
are to prove embarrassing, but mow and
again in reading these tales we caught our-
salven thinking that fairy stories were as
good as realistic fiction. At any rate we
found it amusing and charming to read here
about Kesta, the vain dairymaid, and about
Nanina's sheep and the Gypsy's cup and
the Rain Maiden and the magic oat and the
youth whose gift of marvellous song was
lost because a girl kissed himm. These are
well written stories, Ingenious and beaun-
ful. Olive Cockerell has suppiied them with
some very agreeable woodcut illustrations.

We never were diviners, and we were sur-
prised accordingly to find in Prof. Harry
Thurston Peck’'s “Hilda and the Wishes”
(Dodd, Mead & Co.) & very readable and
amusing fairy story. Hilde had a fairy
godmother, and she met further with an eif
and a witch, both of whom were of service
to her. Her father was a gentleman with
humor, and her Aunt Maria a lady devoid of
this quality. Both of these will entertain
the reader, as will the soveral sxperiances
and adventures of Hilda and the concluding
acoount of her six dresses and her marriage
to the Prince. We thought that the young
medical character, Dr. Sniffen, was treated
! somewoni too severely by the story, buk
I perhaps not. The professor may know
him, and there may be reasons why he

should be thoroughly crushed. The tale
| is ploasantly lilustrated by Mélanie Norton
Leonard, *

Margaret Sidoney's “Five Little Peppers
i In the Little Brown House” (Lothrop, Lee
& Svepard Company, Boston) is the latess
and the eleventh volume treating of the
Pepper family. It may be read bere how
Peppers thought they were going to
have chicken pie for Thanksgiviag,
how they were disappointed in thid and

| 1o use & gooms of advanoed years and.

LY

i

them, from himself. An inexpressible ten-

ate all the cheese and drank all the tea,

J
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